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“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21)
Many of us have been through fall stewardship processes and education for many
years, but what is it really all about?
This year, we will celebrate our Consecration Sunday on October 22 nd. We will
have one worship service that morning, at which, Pastor David deFreese will be our
guest preacher. He will also lead us so that at the end of that service, we will have the
opportunity to bring forward our “intent to give” cards for 2018 as an act of worship.
Following worship, we will head over to Midland’s newly renovated dining hall for
lunch.
This has truly been a very meaningful culmination of our stewardship education for
years now. At times though, I believe we can get caught up in patterns. I believe we
might miss out on opportunities to be inspired, grow, and be made new again. So what
might we intentionally do in the next few weeks?
On October 1, we had a bulletin insert, “Consecration Sunday Is Coming.” (You
may find it on page 6 of this publication.) At the heart of what is written is this
statement, “The Consecration Sunday process is based on the biblical philosophy of
the need of the giver to give for her or his own spiritual development, rather than on
the need of the church to receive.” I suggested that we all take it home and put it
somewhere that we would see it daily, so that, we would read and reflect on it in the
coming days leading up to October 22nd.
I do believe this is a powerful truth when it moves from our head to our heart. I
believe it is one thing to be able to say that we agree that our generosity is a healthy
part of our spiritual development, but it is another thing, to take the time to slow down,
look back at our lives, and prayerfully consider how we have experienced that truth in
our lives. It might be helpful to reflect on how we could take a step forward in the
coming year to intentionally experience what we receive when we give of ourselves
generously. For myself, two of the main fruits of generosity that I have experienced
are: a deeper trust in God and simply joy as I am more connect to other people.
Also, I think that random acts of kindness are great, but as we take the next couple
of weeks to prepare for Consecration Sunday, it might be helpful for each of us to
intentionally consider what our unique gifts and passions are, and then, look around
and consider where God might be calling you to generously give of yourself to be a
part of what God is doing right in our midst.
On Sunday, October 15, during adult forum, we will seek to take a fresh look how
each of us can intentionally slow down and take advantage of times of reflection so
that our lives can be full of meaning, purpose and joy. We will consider five questions
that James Ryan, the Dean of the Harvard Graduate School of Education, posed
during his 2016 commencement address as a possible starting place.
I hope that you will consider coming out so that we all might take advantage of
opportunities that God gives us each and every day: to be inspired, to grow, to see our
place right beside God in the world and to be able to take it.
Peace,
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It’s Coming October 22nd!
One Consecration worship will be held on Sunday,
October 22nd at 10:00am Your whole family is invited to
a luncheon at Midland after the service. We welcome Rev.
David deFreese as our Consecration speaker during this
worship. More information is on page 4 titled Stewardship
2017.
Financial Giving Statements will not be available until
after 11 months in December. If you would like to know
where your giving is to date and prior to December, you
may contact Financial Secretary, Kathy Overfield at
gandkoverfield@gmail.com or 402-317-2723. Thank you
for keeping your 2017 pledge up to date!
FIND YOUR WALKING SHOES!!
It is that time of year again and hopefully you are planning to participate in
the CROP Walk October 8 at 1:00 at
St. Timothy Lutheran Church (16th & Nye). To sign up or
make a donation, Julie Kavan will be available in the narthex Oct 8. Confirmation students will also have packets—
Sam, Ethan, Eli, Christopher, Kolby, Jessa & Rachel.
Haley Bogenreif, Alissa
Brokenicky and Thomas Strunk
will affirm their faith and be confirmed on Sunday,
October 29th during 10:30am worship. They will also be
recognized at a reception between services where you can
welcome them and enjoy fellowship. We will celebrate
them in a milestone dinner prior to that as they complete
their studies and begin new chapters in their faith lives.

New member classes have been postponed from Sept to

November 12, 19 and December 3. If you would like to
learn more about Sinai Lutheran or are interested in joining
as a member please, contact Pastor Al Duminy.
Low Income Ministry/Food Pantry donations of
canned goods or monetary donations will be collected
and offered on the first Sunday of each month. The
next offerings will be November 5 and December 3.
The SERRV table will have items for their annual
holiday sale in November and December in the
Narthex. Chocolates, gifts, scarves, coffees and
teas among many other items! For questions
please contact Sandy Reimnitz (402-727-6852), Ann
Knippelmeir (402-727-7010) or Deb McCord (402-3179688). Upcoming sales: dates have not been set for the
holiday sale, but it will be up for 4-6 weeks.

Sinai will be a part of Midland’s
All-halls-o-ween on Thursday,
October 26th from 67:30pm—candy or cash (to buy
candy) is being collected. There will be a
container in the narthex for collections. Thanks
for your support!
Social Ministry has scheduled a
School supply packing event on
Sunday, October 22 at
9:15am. Over 150 kits will be
packed to support Lutheran
World Relief and some will be kept locally. No
Sunday school or forums will be held this day
(one Consecration Worship at 10am). All ages
are welcome to join us!
Sinai’s Lutheran World Relief kits and quilts
have been delivered to people in need! An
updated map is on the bulletin boards and in the
fellowship hall. School kits went to Lebanon
and Dijbouti, Africa., Personal care kits went to
Pakistan, Lebanon & Georgia and quilts went to
Thailand!

Adult Forums and fellowship-

A sign
up to provide treats and/or make coffee for
fellowship is posted on the North bulletin board.
Please join us in the fellowship hall
each Sunday after first service as a new season
of adult forums begin. Coffee and snacks are
available as we pursue various topics including
Bible studies, community groups and Synod
topics. It is a casual atmosphere where little
ones are welcome.
Sunday, October 8-Lutheran Family
services. Join us as they speak about the
services they offer to our community and as
they celebrate their 125 Anniversary this year!
Sunday, October 15-Stewardship: What is it
Really All About? – Many of us have been
through fall stewardship processes and education for many years, but what is it really all
about? We will seek to take a fresh look how
each of us can intentionally slow down and take
advantage of times of reflection so that our lives
can be full of meaning, purpose and joy. We will
consider five questions that James Ryan, the
Dean of the Harvard Graduate School of Education, posed during his 2016 commencement
address as a possible starting place.
Sunday, October 22—No Sunday school or
forums—Consecration Sunday—one worship
service at 10am—but will pack LWR kits
instead at 9:15am.
Sunday, October 29—no forum—reception for
our three confirmands!
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Prudence-Naomi Circle will
meet Monday, October 23 at
7:00pm at the home of Gloria
Breithaupt. Emily Wageman will lead
the lesson. Visitors are always
welcome. Questions? Call Gloria
Breithaupt - 402-727-4533.
RUTH CIRCLE will meet on
Thursday, October 19 at 1:30pm in
Sinai’s Fellowship Hall. Elvera Davis
will be the hostess and Ruth Lund
will lead the Bible Study.

Join us in worship on
November 12th as we
welcome our seminarian,
Halcyon Bjornstad. She is in
her last year of seminary and
will preach at Sinai at both
services.

Fremont High School choir
Soda Shoppe is Thursday,
October 12 at 7 PM in the
high school auditorium. The
theme is On Broadway, feaCHARITY CIRCLE will meet on
Thursday, October 19 at 1:30pm at turing numbers from musiNye Square with Joyce Myers as
cals currently on Broadway.
hostess and Vi Haecke will lead the Tickets can be purchased at
Bible Study. Toilet paper is the donation for the door. Sinai’s Sarah Wulf
Care Corps this month.
is a part of this production!
November 4th, 2-4pm-- Afternoon with World War II veterans—Emery
Johnson will be one of the guests at First United Methodist Church. Just
a week before Veteran’s Day, this event will have a question and answer
format and a rare opportunity to recognize and thank these veterans for their
military service more than 75 years ago. Refreshments will be served.

Today we pray for the
family and friends of:
Wilma Forsberg

grandma to Jill Lamprecht
died September 4, 2017

Dennis Zakovec

died September 12, 2017

Larry Reimnitz

died September 18, 2017

“So you have pain now: but
I will see you again, and
your hearts will rejoice ,
and no one will take
your joy from you”
John 16:22

Where does one begin to express thanks and appreciation for the many cards, memorial gifts,
hugs, kind words and support our Sinai family has given us, not only since the loss of Larry, but
for the many years since his diagnosis. We know he will be missed, not only by us, but by his
Sinai family. You were all of great importance to him.
God's Blessings, Sandy Reimnitz & family
Thank you very much for your continuing support! It means a lot to know the community at home supports me when
I’m in Georgia. Art supplies and books are very expensive, so the endowment scholarship is invaluable to me. I intend
to keep up the hard work as I move into major classes.
Diane Naughton
Many thanks to Carolyn Grasmick for embroidering new dish towels for the Sinai kitchen! They are a wonderful
addition to be able to serve God as we do his work in the kitchen! Thank you to Jim Grasmick, Leroy Ostransky,
Paul Watson and the property team for keeping our church building in top shape. From minor repairs, changing light
bulbs, supply shopping to weed pulling and yard cleanup, we appreciate all you do for Sinai! We see God’s Work
through your hands in your contributions.
Thank you for the beautiful prayer shawls and your care and concern for Rich's brother Dennis, his wife Sena and my
sister Diane. Dennis is doing better with pain medication that seems to be working and Sena is better too. The sudden
death of my sister Diane has broken our hearts but we know she is in the most beautiful heavenly place. Thank you
Sinai family for helping take care of us.
Richard & Cyndi Lauritsen
Thank you for the Bible. I really like it. Love, Juliana Kruse
Thank you so much for choosing me to receive a scholarship and helping me further my education! I am in love with
my major, which is Early Childhood and Family Advocacy. I am in my junior year of college at the University of Nebraska. I am so excited for my future career as a Child Life Specialist and I cannot thank you enough for helping me further
my education.
Hannah Korman
Thank you to everyone from my Sinai family for the cards, prayers and best wishes following my surgery. I appreciate
all your concerns and I’m doing great.
Shirley Harris
Endowment Committee, Thank you for the support you all have provided me for continuing my education. The funds
you so generously provided will not only cover the cost of my books for the year, it will also help me get much needed
supplies for my teaching placement. Thank you again, God’s Peace,
Paxton Johnson
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October

2017 Ser
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Monday

29 Confirmation
30 TheoCon
8 & 10:30am Worship
9:15 SS, No forum—
confirmation reception
2:00pm Reformation

22
Consecration 23
9:15 NO SS, Forums, 7:00 pm Prudence
pack LWR kits
Naomi Circle
10:00am One Worship
11:00am Consecration
31 TheoCon

Friday

Saturday

26
8:00 am Music Staff
meeting

3 Pastor vacation
AM Bulletin
Assembly

27
AM Bulletin
Assembly

4 Pastor Vacation

28
Confirmation dinner
and set up

19
20
21
1:30 pm Charity Circle AM Bulletin Assembly 4:00 Ruether/
1:30 pm Ruth Circle 6pm Ruether/
Guernsey
Guernsey
wedding
wedding rehearsal

5
6
7
10:00 am Habitat
AM Bulletin Assembly
coffee
4:15pm FMES board
meeting
12
13
14 9:00 am QuiltersAM Bulletin Assembly
unfinished projects day

Thursday

Nov 1 TheoCon
2 Pastor vacation
9:00 am Quilters
6:00 pm Sinai Singers
No Confirmation
7:30 pm Adult Choir

Committee
Reports Due
9:00 am Quilters
6:00 pm Sinai Singers
6:30 pm Confirmation
Fellowship
7:30 pm Adult Choir
24
25
2:00 pm Staff Meeting 9:00 am Quilters
4:00 pm Bell Choir
6:00 pm Sinai Singers
7:00 pm Council
6:30 pm Confirmation
meeting
Stretch

4
9:00 am Quilters
6:00pm Sinai Singers
6:30pm Confirmation
7:30pm Adult Choir
11
8:30am Financials
9:00 am Quilters
6:00pm Sinai Singers
6:30 pm Confirmation
Stretch

3
2:00 pm Staff Meeting
4:00pm Bell Choir
7:30 pm Soc Ministry
Committee
10
2:00 pm Staff Meeting
4:00pm Bell Choir
7:00pm Property Mtg

18

Wednesday

Tuesday

15
16
17
8 & 10:30am Worship Office hours 8-noon Office hours 8-noon
Emily at retreat
Emily at retreat
9:15 SS, ForumsStewardship
4:00pm Bell Choir
7:00pm Consecration
team mtg

Sunday
1
LIM
2
8 & 10:30am Worship
9:15 SS, Forums
11:30am Worship and
Music mtg
8
9
8 & 10:30am Worship
9:15 SS, Forums-LFS
1:30pm Crop Walk
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Consecration Sunday Is Coming
Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money
Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial
contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by
supporting their church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes.
Our congregation’s stewardship committee has selected the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship
Program as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship
education emphasis this year.
New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or
her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating
people like members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus
Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New Consecration Sunday encourages
people toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my
income is God calling me to give?” During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our
attendees and members to make their financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent,
and educational ministries in this community and around the world.
Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by attending
morning worship on Consecration Sunday. We urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to
completing a card. The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he
or she chooses not to fill out a card.
We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning worship our guest
leader will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making their
commitments as a confidential act of worship.
We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration Sunday team
and church council members. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their
cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday
worship.
So we may all join together for this special worship service and celebration on Sunday, October 22nd,
we will have one worship service at 10:00 a.m. with a catered meal following. Thanks in advance for
your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events.
Chris Bogenreif, Council President

1 Kevin Kavan
4 Wyatt Hansen
6 Margaret Arp
9 Gen Christensen
9 Dennis Rix
10 Evaline Way
10 Jim Holtam
10 Julie Kavan
11 Debbie McCord
12 Nancy Strong
12 Diane Naughton

19 Jan Guilliatt
20 Brian Harris
21 Paul Watson
21 Clay Skurdahl
22 Carolyn Rasmuson
23 Mariah Gay
24 Elaine Wiseman
24 Nancy Adcock
25 Kendra Coufal
25 Alcyone Scott
25 Kevin Coates

27 Armond Bartsch
28 Kari Harris
29 Brenda Brokenicky
29 Keith Baughman
31 Sophia Cattlett

Congratulations to Matt and
Melanie Leetsch on the birth
of a baby girl, Emerson Kay
on September 18!
Congratulations to Derek and Carrie
Paper on the birth of a baby girl,
Lilah Marie on September 22!
1 Denise & Mike Coe
10 Justin & Tarah Huberty
16 Derek & Carrie Paper
17 Don & Debbie McCord
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A Reformation Commemoration Service is to be
held on Sunday, October 29, 2017 from 2-3:15pm
with reception to follow. The service will be held
at St. John's Parish on the Creighton University
campus in Omaha, Nebraska. Bishop Brian Maas of
the Nebraska Synod and Bishop Rodger Prois of the
Western Iowa Synod will be leading the worship
service. The service also will feature choral music to
help commemorate the occasion. Representatives of
the ELCA's ecumenical partners will be invited to attend and participate. Registration for the event has
opened with limited seating. You may register at
www.nebraskasynod.org.
Announcements below from ELCA Seeds of the Parish
(you may find this publication on the table in the entryway)

ELCA Reformation Event in Washington D.C. All
are invited to join via livestream the ELCA’s commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation on Tuesday, October 31. “Looking Back and
Called Forward” will be co-hosted by Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton and other bishops of the ELCA. We will gather
to be a public witness to Christ, who frees us to love
and serve our neighbor, and to look to the future to
which God is calling us. The all-day event will include
speakers, fellowship, music and worship. You are
welcome to watch any or all of the events via the
livestream. Log onto ELCA.org/livestream. More
information about event at bit.ly/2vKdC7R

Always Being Made New
The recollection of the Protestant
Reformation 500 years ago call to
mind major transformations in human history. Christ’s death and Luther’s nailing of the 95 Theses on the Castle Church
door in Wittenburg radically transformed people’s
understanding of their relationship to God and to
each other.
We experience our own transformations throughout our lives. Events or people totally alter how we
think about ourselves, how we think about God, or
understand our purpose in life. Sometimes we are
transformed in a moment or sometimes it happens
over time. Whether the process is short or long, we
are made new. And this process happens again and
again.
To celebrate the larger changes of the church, we
invite you to share a story of personal transformation. Who or what helped you get a different perspective of your loss/sadness/ill health/hard time?
Who or what helped you get a different perspective
on your calling in life? Who or what helped you accept something you didn’t want to? Who or what
gave you the strength to change something?
Please send your story to Lisa Kramme via email
lisakramme@yahoo.com, or give a copy to Lisa or
Keith at Sinai.
Thanks to Jim Melang for sharing the first story. A
copy of Jim’s story is on the entryway table (gold
half sheet).

Further exploring the Small Catechism and
Luther’s teachings. Martin Luther’s Small Catechism
is a rich treasure for communicating the faith from
generation to generation. We’re all invited to get to
know the Catechism and hear it from a new voice by
joining Bishop Eaton in her “With New Voices” video
series. The 3-4 minute videos are a tool for helping us
reconnect with the common language for talking
about our relationship with God and neighbors and for
making sense of our callings in daily life and being a
witness of Christ in the world. Watch the videos at
ELCA500.org/with-new-voices.
Midland is excited to host Dr. Ashley Hall in commemoration of the 500 th anniversary of the Reformation.
Rev. Dr. Hall will be speaking on the importance of this event and its lasting impact on modern-day life.
Thursday, October 12th at 7:00pm in the Private Dining Rooms on campus. These events are open to the
public. You may register online at: http://alumni.midlandu.edu/reformation500.
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Lives Under Construction….
At a glance:
Consecration Sunday—Oct 22….page 2, 6
Confirmation—Oct 29….page 2
Serving in Worship...page 4
Reformation 2017...page 7
HURRICANES HARVEY AND IRMA—thank you for supporting
Lutheran Disaster Relief with your donations for Hurricane
Harvey & Irma . . . If you missed the opportunity at Sinai, Thrivent will
match your personal donation until they meet $3 million or through
December 31. Go to Thrivent.com to have your donation matched.
You don’t have to be a Thrivent member to make a donation.

Carol Joy Holling Retreats:
find out more information on costs and retreat details at CJHcenter.org
Explore-October 21, A day retreat for Elementary Kids
God Chooses you– November 3-5 A middle school retreat
Mother & Tween Daughter Retreat—November 18-19
Family Advent Retreat-December 8-10
High School Retreat-December 29-30

Zarke Yates entered Marinebootcamp in September. Keep him in
your thoughts and prayers as he
makes this transition. As soon as we
have an address, we will share that so
you can send him letters of support.
Upcoming November
Events at Sinai:
Monday, November 6—6:30pm
“No Fear, Early Music: unlocking the
mysteries of technique and approach
to music to Bach and before on the
Organ.” Claire Bushong will host on
Sinai’s Juget-Sinclair Organ with
Marie Rubis Bauer as presenter.
Open to the Sinai community.
November 12
3pm Sinai Festival
Sounds concert with
Lincoln Lutheran Choir

